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Greetings Members of Epsilon Theta 
Chapter, 
Our chapter has been busy at work this last 

quarter updating our chapter website and 

Strategic Vision, hosting an organization 

mixer, providing multiple service 

opportunities, and holding our Founder's 

Day Tea in conjuction with 90 Minutes of 

Service. My goal is to try to provide 

members with a variety of events, both 

formal and informal, in order to serve a 

variety of interests and passions. If you have 
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a great idea for an event (fundraising, 

service, research, leadership, etc.), I would 

love to hear from you. I want you to value 

your membership with Sigma Theta Tau 

International Honor Society for Nursing. The 

best way to make your membership 

meaningful is to get involved. Our events 

thus far have been a great success, and I 

look forward to more exciting events on the 

horizon. 

A message from the president 

Epsilon Theta 

Have you seen 
our new 
website? 

The Circle is newly 

renovated! Check us 
out at: 

http://thecircle.nursin

gsociety.org/epsilont
hetachapter/home 

The University of 

Texas at Austin 
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In 1922, six nurses founded the 

Honor Society of Nursing, Sigma 

Theta Tau International (STTI) at 

the Indiana University Training 

School for Nurses, which is now 

the Indiana University School of 

Nursing, in Indianapolis, Ind., 

USA. The founders chose the 

name from the Greek words 

Storgé, Tharsos, and Timé, 
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meaning "love," "courage," and 

"honor." STTI became incorporated 

in 1985 as Sigma Theta Tau 

International Inc., a nonprofit 

organization with a 501(c)(3) tax 

status in the United States.  

This year, Epsilon Theta hosted its 

annual Founder’s Day Tea at  the 

Clinical Education Center at 
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Brackenridge Hospital. The tea 

provided current members an 

opportunity to meet and mingle 

with prospective members, new 

members, and community leaders. 
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Member Spotlight 

Epsilon Theta chapter is proud to 

introduce our quarterly member 

spotlight. We will be focusing on 

three outstanding members who 

best exemplify each of our three 
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pillars: scholarship, leadership, 

and service. Please send 

nominations to: 

Brenn_09@yahoo.com 

 

The Founder’s Day Tea 
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In order to meet the President's 

call to action, we have decided to 

hold a donations drive to benefit 

the Family Wellness Center, 

supported by the UT Austin 

School of Nursing. Donations can 

be sent directly to the Family 

Wellness Center or given to Dr. 

Elizabeth Loika at the UT School 

of Nursing. Per the Family 

Wellness Center, the following 

2

items are needed: 

-Diabetic Socks 

-Cheap measuring cup sets 

-Plastic fruits/carbs/foods 

-Dental/hygiene packages 

-Monetary donation 

If you would like to be contacted for 

service opportunities with Epsilon 

Theta, please email: 

mpfitzinger@mail.nur.utexas.edu 
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In August 2013, the 

University of Texas at Austin 

School of Nursing lost a 

premiere educator, Janis 

Carelock, after a courageous 

five year battle with cancer. 

During her tenure at The 

University of Texas at Austin 

School of Nursing, Janis 

conveyed a passion for 

nursing and a determination 

to mold her students to be the 

best nurse possible. Even 

during her fight with cancer, 

Janis remained a dedicated 

educator, recording podcasts 

of her lectures from her 

hospital bed so that students 

would not fall behind on their 

learning. Any of Janis’ 

students will say that she was 

incredibly influential in helping 

them to become the nurse 

they are today. Her death 

marked a sad time for untold 

numbers of UT Nursing 
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students, alumni, and faculty. 

The Epsilon Theta Chapter of 

Sigma Theta Tau International 

Honor Society for Nursing 

wanted to honor the significant 

contribution Janis made to the 

nursing education by creating 

an Excellence in Teaching 

Award and a scholarship 

named in Janis’ honor. The 

Excellence in Teaching Award 

will be presented to a faculty 

member at The University of 

Texas at Austin School of 

Nursing who, by student 

nomination, has proven 

themselves to be a dedicated 

and exemplary educator. 

Similarly, in order to 

acknowledge Janis’ unfailing 

commitment to her students, 

a scholarship fund has been 

created that will be awarded 

annually to a student 

member of STTI who 

demonstrates strong 

commitment to pursuing a 

career in nursing education. 

In order to maximize the benefit 

of the Janis Carelock 

Scholarship, the Board of 

Directors of the Epsilon Theta 

Chapter is asking for donations 

that will be added to the 

scholarship fund. If you or 

someone you know was 

strongly impacted by Janis, 

either as a student or 

professional, we ask that you 

please consider giving to this 

fund. We also ask that you 

widely distribute information 

about this call for contributions. 

Please submit donations by 
check made out to: 

Epsilon Theta  

Checks can be delivered to 
the front desk at the School 

of Nursing or sent to 

Epsilon Theta Chapter, 
STTI 

1710 Red River  
Austin, TX 78701 
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Chapter Leaders 
Megan Pfitzinger, President 
Joyce Bennion, Secretary 
Linda Yoder, Treasurer 
Carol Delville, Counselor 
Li-Chen Lin, Counselor 
Judy Smith, Director 
Nancy Mastronardi, Director 
Tiffany Ricks, Director 
Ron Hilliard, Governance  
David McFall, Leadership Succession  
Patricia Carter, Research 
Scott Hudson, Web Master 
Amelia Manning, Governance Committee Member 
Janet Morrison, Governance Committee Member 
April Herrera, Leadership Succession Committee Member 
Stephanie Cannon, Leadership Succession Committee Member  
Brennan Parmelee, Extern 
Jessica Torres, Extern 
Clayton Clark, Intern 
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